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SERIES OUTLINE
1.  God: Perfect Love
2.  The Theology of Love

 þ 3.  The Ethic of Love
4.  The Application of Love

THE NEED FOR A CONSISTENT ETHICAL SYSTEM
God’s people all through history have faced ___________
________________.  Sometimes the choice has been
easy, other times it hasn’t.

We should have in place an ethical system by which we
can deal with moral conflicts.  Such a system should be
one that: 1) can be ___________________ applied; and 2)
_________________ with God’s Word.

Because we live in a fallen world, and because the Bible
does not address every moral conflict, there will be some
matters that will have to be left to an _________________
_________________________.

The objective of this study will not be to answer every
scenario, but to simply provide principles that can provide
helpful guidance.

When we try to “wing it” we end up with an inconsistent
and unbiblical system. Example: “It is acceptable for me to
lie to save myself; it is not acceptable for others to lie to
save themselves.” (This is how a person might behave,
though it is not what he would admit to.)

MORAL ABSOLUTES
The beginning point for establishing a consistent ethical
system is to determine what the moral absolutes are.
Which moral principles are fixed and apply to ____ people
of ____ cultures in ____ generations, in ____ situations?

Are there any? A number of examples affirm that there are.
• Torturing children
• Raping
• Betraying a benefactor
• Showing favoritism
• Killing any person for any reason
• Defrauding the poor
• Taking any wife
• Butting in line
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A UNIVERSAL ABSOLUTE?
Recognizing that people do believe in moral principles,
philosophers have attempted to discover a fundamental
absolute upon which all morals are based.

Immanuel Kant Could one will that his action be a universal
law for all men?

Martin Buber Relations with other people should be ‘I-thou’
not ‘I-it.’ 

Jesus So in everything, do to others what you would have
them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the
Prophets.

LOVE AS THE UNIVERSAL ABSOLUTE
The universal absolute upon which all moral principles rest
is given to us by God the Son in Matt 7:12, “ So in every-
thing, do to others what you would have them do to you,
for this sums up the Law and the Prophets [God’s Word].”

There may be alternatives to love, such as indifference and
hate, but no one can advance them as moral principles to
live by. Even those who practice lying and stealing object
when others ______________ ____________these ways. 

Whenever anyone objects to the way he is being treated,
he is ____________________ a moral absolute that
should be binding on all people (Atheists can not explain
why such an absolute should be binding).

Morality is not determined by what people do, but by what
they know they ______________ to do. Everyone has
expectations of themselves and of others. Examples:
Murderers do not want to be murdered. Thieves do not
want to be robbed. Child molesters do not want their
children molested by others.

The most fundamental test of the morality of a course of
action is rooted in one’s own moral __________________.
It is not how one wishes to treat others, but how he
wishes to be treated by others, which determines what
one really _________________is right.

An understanding of one’s own expectations reveals that
as a person he expects ____________. And if a person as
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such calls for love, then love cannot be consistently limited
only to some persons or to ___________ person (as in
loving only himself). 

If one discovers in himself that a person demands love,
than that love demands that he apply it to
other__________ as well.

THE TWO MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF BIBLICAL
LOVE
We must avoid confusing biblical love with modern uses of
the word. Also, love is primarily an action, not an emotion.

1. Love is desiring (and doing) what is good for the
other person. It will many times require more than a smile
and a kind word. It will usually involve self-sacrifice. It could
also involve confrontation and discipline (love is dong what
the other person needs, not necessarily what they want).

2.  Love gives with no demand for return. The motivation
is nothing less than the welfare of the other person.
Unconditional forgiveness is a perfect example. 

Both characteristics can be seen in God’s love for us.

Ephesians 1:3-14 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual
blessing in Christ.  For he chose us in him before the creation
of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he
predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ,
in accordance with his pleasure and will--to the praise of his
glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he
loves. In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's
grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and under-
standing. And he made known to us the mystery of his will
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ,  
to be put into effect when the times will have reached their
fulfillment--to bring all things in heaven and on earth together
under one head, even Christ. 

In him we were also chosen, having been predestined
according to the plan of him who works out everything in
conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who
were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his
glory.  And you also were included in Christ when you heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed,
you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the
redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of
his glory.   


